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Rock Climbing and Coastal Erosion

▪ Rock climbing in Malta - where we climb

▪ How we experience coastal erosive forces

▪ Coastal Erosion can be good

▪ Coastal Erosion can be bad – micro-erosion & macro-erosion

▪ Three examples of actual and potential rock movements and 
their consequences on climbers:

o Għar Ħasan – what could have happened

o Ras il-Qammieħ – what may happen soon

o Azure Window – what did happen





Climbing Crags of the Maltese Islands



How we witness the forces
of Coastal Erosion

















Coastal Erosion can be a good thing













Coastal Erosion can be a bad thing



Injuries sustained when a flake broke off…



Guidebook page 
describing rock climbs 
on the outside face of 
the Azure Window

Malta Rock Climbing –
the Comprehensive Guide 2007





Three examples of actual rock 
movements and their potential 
consequences on climbers:

Għar Ħasan – what could have happened
Ras il-Qammieħ – what may happen soon
Azure Window – what did happen



Rockfall near Għar Ħasan
14th Nov 2004

Coastal Erosion – What could have happened



Coastal Erosion - What looks likely to happen soon

Recently developed crag at Ras il-Qammieħ



Ras il-Qammieħ viewed from the air



Coastal Erosion – What did happen
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Thanks for listening –
hang in there!


